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Task Overview and Instructions for Submission: 

This task has two parts: 

 

Part A: Legal Aid Scenario (10 marks) 

 

Part B: Criminal Case Study Report (15 marks) 

 

Students must complete both parts of the task and submit them together in one document at the 

start of the lesson on the due date. 

 

 

 

Outcomes Assessed: 

 

5.4 analyses key factors affecting commercial and legal decisions 

5.5 evaluates options for solving commercial and legal problems and issues 

5.7 researches and assesses commercial and legal information using a variety of  

         sources 

5.8 explains commercial and legal information using a variety of forms 

5.9 works independently and collaboratively to meet individual and collective goals  

         within specified timelines 

 

 

  



 

 

 

Task Description: 
Part A – Legal Aid Scenario (10 marks) 
 

Scenario: 

Rachel Bobbin is a single-mother living in Hornsby. She is unemployed and living on a single parent 

pension, receiving about $800 per fortnight in welfare payments. The rent she pays for her “granny flat” 

uses up nearly half of her income. Life is tough and Rachel has no savings, nor any significant assets. 

Living in relative poverty, she still feels a need to have some nice things in her wardrobe and 

entertainment library, and so has started a habit of shoplifting some relatively expensive items that she 

desires.  

 

The first couple of times she was caught, she was lucky to get away with warnings, but since then she 

has also received a couple of fines, and now has a criminal record. The last fine was $300, which was a 

real struggle to pay. Sadly, she has found that she is unable to resist the temptation to shoplift, even 

though she knows that she is risking even larger fines or possibly gaol if caught again.  

 

Predictably, she is again caught shoplifting, and intends to plead guilty in court. However, she realises 

that she will need some legal representation this time, to help argue a case for minimising her sentence, 

hoping to refer to her addiction and need to support her young daughter as mitigating circumstances 

(making the offence seems less serious). She knows that she cannot afford to pay for a private lawyer, 

and so she decides to look into applying for legal aid. She really hopes that she can get free legal 

representation to help prepare her case and present it in court.   

 

Instructions : 

The questions you need to answer about this scenario are: 

a. Explain how Rachel can initially assess for herself if she is likely to qualify for legal aid. Use the 

Legal Aid NSW website 

 What part of the website would she go to?  

 Outline what type of information is used to determine if she qualifies.  

 Based on the information you have about her situation, give your opinion on whether you think 

Rachel would qualify for legal aid. (50-100 words all together). 

b. If Rachel decided to vist a Legal Aid office in person, where would be the closest place for Rachel to 

obtain legal aid? Be specific in your answer, e.g., name of office, telephone number, hours. (approx. 

50 words) 

c. Provide your opinion on whether people like Rachel should receive legal aid, and justify your opinion 

with reasons. (100-150 words) 

d. Assess how likely it would be for someone like Rachel to receive justice without access to legal aid. 

(50-100 words) 

 
Part B – Criminal Case Study Report (15 marks) 

 

Instructions: 

You are to complete a case study of ONE criminal court case from an Australian court, chosen from the list 

below, or discuss other choices with your teacher. Your case study should include the following information: 

 The name of the accused person(s) and information such as occupation, marital status, any past 

criminal records or other information about them which is of interest in the case. (50-100 words)     

 The specific charge(s) brought against the accused at the beginning of the trial.  

 The name, location and the type of court where the case was heard, and the name of the judge or 

magistrate presiding, and whether it was a jury trial or not.  

 An outline of the events that resulted in the case, including a description of the specific evidence 

used in the case (e.g. DNA, witnesses, other forensic evidence) (approx. 300-500 words)  

 The outcome (verdict and sentence, if guilty) of the case.  

 A Bibliography (references used) 

You should choose one of the following cases to research and report on. A couple of links to 

websites have been provided for each case to help you decide which case you are most interested in. 

However, it is recommended that you search for other reliable sources of information on your 

chosen case to assist you in completing your report. 



 

 

 

 

List of cases to choose from for your report 
You should look at all the resources provided in the State Library guides 

Animal Cruelty  
http://www.dailyadvertiser.com.au/story/724581/he-let-them-starve/ 

http://guides.sl.nsw.gov.au/content.php?pid=242811&sid=2147025 

 

Mother kills her baby 
http://guides.sl.nsw.gov.au/content.php?pid=242811&sid=2189501 

http://www.smh.com.au/national/man-on-a-mission-20130715-2pyvk.html 

 

10 year old drowned 6 year old 
http://guides.sl.nsw.gov.au/content.php?pid=242811&sid=2100433 

http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/perspective/deborah-ambery/3411930  

 

Euthanasia 
http://guides.sl.nsw.gov.au/content.php?pid=242811&sid=2189500 

http://www.theaustralian.com.au/archive/news/weekend-detention-for-euthanasia/story-e6frg6o6-

1111118014740 

 

Fatal boat crash 
http://guides.sl.nsw.gov.au/content.php?pid=242811&sid=2075631 

http://www.news.com.au/national/five-years-jail-for-fatal-sydney-boat-crash-pair-matthew-

reynolds-and-percy-small/story-e6frfkvr-1225884235446 

 

Murder by dangerous driving 
http://guides.sl.nsw.gov.au/content.php?pid=242811&sid=2189514 

http://www.news.com.au/national/driver-sarah-ward-found-guilty-of-murdering-pedestrian-eli-

westlake/story-e6frfkvr-1225846057476 

 

Stabbing 
http://guides.sl.nsw.gov.au/content.php?pid=242811&sid=2075482 

http://www.smh.com.au/news/national/newsreader-stabbing-boys-sentence-

challenge/2006/09/15/1157827133287.html 

 

Terrorism 
http://guides.sl.nsw.gov.au/content.php?pid=242811&sid=2147059 

http://www.smh.com.au/news/national/lodhi-guilty-of-terror-plot/2006/06/19/1150569264287.html 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Vicious attack 
http://guides.sl.nsw.gov.au/content.php?pid=242811&sid=2147033 

http://www.mako.org.au/Robert-Farmer-gets-20yrs-for-Lauren-Huxley-attack.html  
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Marking Guidelines: Part A 

Criteria Grade 
Mark 

awarded 
 demonstrates extensive knowledge and understanding of the legal aid system and its 

access by individuals 

 very highly skilled in researching and evaluating complex legal information on the rights 

and responsibilities of individuals in relation to legal aid,  using a wide variety of sources 

 independently applies outstanding decision-making and problem-solving skills to the case 

study 

 very highly skilled in communicating (short responses) an understanding of the case 

study:  

o constructs a sustained and coherent explanation and argument in response to 

question a  

o constructs a sustained and coherent explanation in response to question b 

o constructs a sustained and coherent explanation and argument in response to 

question c 

o constructs a sustained and coherent explanation and argument in response to 

question d  

 

 

A 

(9-10) 

 

 demonstrates thorough knowledge and understanding of the legal aid system and its 

access by individuals 

 highly skilled in researching and evaluating legal information on the rights and 

responsibilities of individuals in relation to legal aid,  using a variety of sources 

 applies well-developed decision-making and problem-solving skills to the case study 

 highly skilled in communicating (short responses) an understanding of the case study:  

o constructs a coherent explanation and argument in response to question a  

o constructs a coherent explanation in response to question b 

o constructs a coherent explanation and argument in response to question c 

o constructs a coherent explanation and argument in response to question d 

 

 

 

B 

(7-8) 

 

 demonstrates sound knowledge and understanding of the legal aid system and its access 

by individuals 

 undertakes research and interprets legal information on the rights and responsibilities of 

individuals in relation to legal aid,  using a variety of sources 

 applies decision-making and problem-solving skills to the case study 

 displays sound skills in communicating (short responses) an understanding of the case 

study:  

o constructs a sound explanation in response to question a  

o constructs a sound explanation in response to question b 

o constructs a sound  explanation in response to question c 

o constructs a sound  explanation in response to question d 

 

 

C 

(5-6) 

 

 demonstrates basic knowledge and understanding of the legal aid system and its access by 

individuals 

 undertakes some research and interpretation of  basic legal information on the rights and 

responsibilities of individuals in relation to legal aid,  using a limited range of sources  

 applies some decision-making and problem-solving skills to the case study 

 displays limited skills in communicating (short responses) an understanding of the case 

study:  

o constructs a limited response to question a  

o constructs a limited response to question b 

o constructs a limited response to question c 

o constructs a limited response to question d   

 

 

D 

(3-4) 

 

 demonstrates elementary knowledge and understanding of the legal aid system and its 

access by individuals 

 undertakes limited research and interpretation and recalls some basic legal information  

 with guidance applies simple decision-making skills to the case study 

 displays very limited skills in communicating (short responses) an understanding of the 

case study:  

o very limited response to question a  

o very limited response to question b 

o very limited response to question c 

o very limited response to question d   

 

 

E 

(1-2) 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Marking Guidelines: Section B 

Criteria Grade 
Mark 

awarded 
 demonstrates extensive knowledge and understanding of the legal issues involved in the 

selected case, including correctly identifying the accused person(s) and type,  location and 

other information on  the court where the trial was held 

 very highly skilled in researching and evaluating complex legal information using a wide 

variety of sources 

 independently applies outstanding decision-making and problem-solving skills to the case  

 very highly skilled in communicating (via a Criminal Case Study Report) understanding 

of the case study, by constructing a sustained outline and description of the case   

 

 

 

A 

(13-15) 

 

 demonstrates thorough knowledge and understanding of the legal issues involved in the 

selected case, including correctly identifying and describing the accused person(s) and 

type, location and other information on  the court where the trial was held 

 highly skilled in researching and evaluating legal information using a variety of sources 

 applies well-developed decision-making and problem-solving skills to the case  

 highly skilled in communicating (via a Criminal Case Study Report) understanding of the 

case study, by constructing a coherent outline and description of the case   

 

 

 

 

B 

(10-12) 

 

 demonstrates sound knowledge and understanding of the legal issues involved in the 

selected case, including correctly identifying and/or describing the accused person(s) 

and/or the type, location and other information on  the court where the trial was held 

 undertakes research and interprets legal information using a variety of sources 

 applies decision-making and problem-solving skills to the case  

 displays sound skills in communicating  (via  a Criminal Case Study Report)  an 

understanding of the case study, by constructing a coherent outline and description of the 

case    

 

 

 

C 

(7-9) 

 

 demonstrates basic knowledge and understanding of the legal issues involved in the 

selected case with regard to the accused person(s) and the court where the trial was held 

 undertakes some research and interpretation of  basic legal information using a limited 

range of sources  

 applies some decision-making and problem-solving skills to the case  

 displays limited skills in communicating (via  a Criminal Case Study Report) an 

understanding of the case study. 

  

 

 

D 

(4-6) 

 

 demonstrates elementary knowledge and understanding of the legal issues involved in the 

selected case with regard to the accused person(s) and the court where the trial was held 

 undertakes limited research and interpretation and recalls some basic legal information  

 with guidance, applies simple decision-making skills to the case study 

 displays very limited skills in communicating (via a Criminal Case Study Report) an 

understanding of the case. 

 

 

 

E 

(1-3) 
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